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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
NATO SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMPONENT COMMAND-AFGHANISTAN
SPECIAL OPERATIONS JOINT TASK FORCE-AFGHANISTAN
BAGRAM, AFGHANISTAN
APO AL 09354

S: 12 August 2018
NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-CG 13 July 2018

MEMORANDUM FOR[ {b)(3), (b)(8) |8pecial Operations Joint Task Force-

Afghanistan (SOJTF-A)

SUBJECT: (U/FEYO) Appointment as Investigating Officer

1 (UWHFESY6) Appointment. | appoint you as an Investigating Officer (IO} pursuant to
Army Regulation (AR) 15-8, Procedures for Administrative Investigations and Boards of
Officers, to conduct an informal investigation into the facts and circumstances
surrounding the death of Sergeant First Class (SFC) Christopher A. Celiz on 12 July
2018 in the vicinity of Zurmat, Paktiya Pravince, Afghanistan. Your responsibilities as
an 10 take precedence over all other military duties. You have 30 days from the date of
this appointment to conduct this investigation. Coordinate any requests for exlensions
through your legal adwvisor.

2. (UIFGUO) General Instructions.

a. The purpose of an AR 15-6 investigation is to elicit facls. Conduct an
investigation into the matters set forth in paragraph 3, below Explore any issues or
deficiencies with policies, procedures, resources, doctring, training, and leadership that
might have contributed to this incident. Upon completion of this investigalion, complete
a report of investigation that conforms to the requirements of paragraph 5 of this
memorandum and AR 15-6. Provide your report to your legal advisor, who will arrange
for a legal review.

b. If at any time in the conduct of your investigation. something happens that could
cause me to consider enlarging. restricting, or terminating your investigation, or
olherwise modifying any instruction in this memorandum of appointment. immediately
report this situation to me, together with your recommendations as to the actions !
should take in response.

3 (UIIFBUO) Scope of Investigation/Specific Instructions

a. Conducl an mvestigation into the facts and circumstances surrounding the death
of SFC Christopher A. Celiz that occurred on 12 July 2018 in the vicinity of Zurmal,
Paktiya Pravince, Afghanistan

b. During your investigalion you will, at a minimum, ascertain the following:

UNGLASSIFIEDHFOUO
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NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-CG
SUBJECT: {(U/FGUO) Appointment as investigaling Officer

(1) VWhat was the nalure of the mission? How was it developed, approved, and
executed?

{2} Flow did the unit prepare for the mission, and what was their previous
experience with missions of this kind? Describe any rehearsals, briefbacks, and other
preparations, and any relevant previous operations conducted by this force

(3) What rules of engagement, tactical guidance, tactical direclives, or other
operational orders governed the mission? Did the individuals invalved in this incident
comply with them?

(4) Describe in detail the facts and circumstances surrounding the incident,
develop a timeline and detailed description of the terrain, buildings. vehicles, and
general area where the incident occurred; if you believe it would be value added. create
and reference a diagram or other visual aid to assist you with this description.

(5} What were the causes and exlent of SFC Celiz's injuries?

(8) What medical treatment, if any, was provided to SFC Celiz? Include specific
details related to the medical assistance provided at the scene, details of the
MEDEVAG process, including the timing of the request(s). when MEDEVAC assels
arrived, and where the individuals were {aken after the incident.

(7} What personal protective equipment did SFC Celiz wear at the time of his
injuries?

{8) Was SFC Celiz's death incurted in the line of duty pursuant to AR 600-8-47

{9) What force protection techniques did U.S. forces and/or partner forces use
during this particular operation and what air assets were assisting the unil at the time of
contact?

(10} Was any of the SFC Celiz's hand-receipted military equipment destroyed or
last during the operation?

{11) Any other matters pertaining to this incident that you deem relevant

4. (U/FOHO) Conduct of the Investigation.

a.l (B)3). (b)(6) ISOJTF-A Office of the Staif Judge Advocate, is your legal
advisor. Consult with him before making substantive efforts regarding your
investigation

h. Evidence Collection.

2
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NSOCC-AISOITF-A-CG
SUBJECT (UH/FQYE)} Appointmenl as Invesligating Officer

(1) Conduct this investigation using the procedures outlined in Chapter 4. and
the general guidance provided in Chapler 3, AR 15-6.

(2) Tothe extent possible, wilness statements will be written and sworn You
should record witness statements on a DA Form 2823 (Swom Statement). ifitis
impracticable to obtain a written and/or sworn statement from a paricular wilness, you
will attest to the accuracy of any transcription or summary of such witness lestimony in
whatever form it appears within your report of investigation. No U.S. military or civitian
witness can be ordered to provide information that may incriminate himself. If, in the
course of your investigation you come to suspect a person may have engaged in
criminal conduct, you will consult with your legal advisor and inform me. Unde:
no circumstances shouid you attempt to elicit any inforimation from a suspect without
firs{ advising that person of histher rights under Article 31(b), UCMJ, ar the Fifth
Amendment of the U.S. Constitulion, as appropriate. Document your rights advisement
and withess waivers of their Article 31(b) or Fifth Amendment rights on a DA Form 3881
(Rights Warmning Procedure/Waiver Certificale).

5. (U/FOUR) Report of Investigation
a. General Your report of investigation will be wrilten. Use a DA Form 1574-1,
Report of Proceedings by Investigating Officer, and attach all required enclosures and

exhibits.

b. Assembly. Your completed AR 15-6 investigation will include a binder with the
foliowing itemns

(1) A one-lo-two page execulive summary:

(2) An index of enclosures and exhibits {as Enclosure 1),

(3) This memorandum of appointment (as Enclosure II};

(4) A completed and signed DA Form 1574-1 (as Enclosure (i)

(5) A findings and recommendations memorandum {as Enclosure V),
(6) A list of lhe wilnesses you interviewed {as Enclosure V),

(7Y A chronology of your investigation {as Enclosure VI},

(8) Proper classification markings for each paragraph, page, and exhibit included
with your report of investigation; and

(9} All exhibits properly labeled

3
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NSOQOCC-A/SOJTF-A-CG
SUBJECT. (U/BY0) Appointment as Investigating Officer

¢. Findings. You will reach your findings by a preponderance of the evidence you
gather. A finding is a clear and concise statement of facts that can be readily deduced
from evidence in the record. In your report, develop specific findings and cite the
evidence that supports your findings. If there is conflicting evidence, make a finding as
to which evidence is more credible and why you believe it is more credible. Each
paragraph must be appropriately classified, and the memorandum must be
appropriately labeled with ifs overall classification. Maximize the use of unciassified
materials and limit the use of classified materials as much as possibie. Consult
original classifying authorities to declassify matenals whenever possible.

d. Recommendations Based on your findings, make recommendations regarding
what changes, if any, are needed in terms of policies, procedures, resources, doclrine
training, and leadership to avoid incidents of this nature in the future, as well as
recommendations consistent with your findings concerning other items your
investigation revealed. Each recommendation will cite to the finding thal supporis it.
and should compaort with the guidance of AR 15-6.

g. Submission. Submit your report of investigation in one hard copy and an
efeclronic copy on a compact disk after you have oblained a legal review. You may nol
release any informalion related to lhis investigation to anyone, other than your legal
advisor, without my approval.

6. (U/FESUSY This appointment memorandum authorizes you priority 1 travel stalus
throughout the AOR for the duration of your investigation

7. (UHFOUO) | authorize the Staff Judge Advocate, SOJTF-A, to approve extensions
up to 15 calendar days from the criginal suspense for this invesligation. I withhold
approval of any extension requests beyond that period Submit requests for extension
in writing through your fegal advisor.

8 (U/FBUB) The point of contact is the SOJTF-A SJA at SVOIP (BY(6)

{b)(6)

ALBERT M. ELTUNT
Major General, USAF
Commanding General

4
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER

Nole. Compleled forms may contain personally identifiable information and require handling as sel forth in AR 34021,
For use of s form, see AR 15-8, the propenenl agency is OTJAG.

SECTION | - APROINTMENT

Appointed by Maj Gen Albert M. Elton 11

{Appointing authorty)

on 20180713 (Attach enciosure 1: Letter of appointrment or summary of oral appointment data.) (See para 3-15, AR 15-6.)
{Dale)

SECTION Il - TIMELINE

1. The (investigation) commenced al Camp Vance, Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan at 1430
{Place) {Time)

on 20180713
(Date)
2. The (investigating officer) finlshed gatheringmearing evidence a 2100 on 20180811 and completed
{Time) (Date)
findings and recormmendations al 1900 on 20180811
(Tims)} {Date)

SEGTION il - CHECKLIST FOR PROCEEDINGS )
A, COMPLETE IN ALL CASES YES | NQY| NAZ
1. | Enclosures (para 3-13, AR 15-6)
Are the following enclosed and numbered conseculively with Roman numerals: (Attached in order listed}
a. The memorandumn of appointment?
b. All olher weillen communications to or from the appointing aulhority?
¢. Privacy Act Statements (Centificate, if statement provided orafly}?

& Explanalion by the investigating officer of any unusuat delays, dificullies, iregulariies, or olher problems encounlered (e.g., absence
of material witnesses)?

e. Any other significanl papers (olher than ewidence;j relaling to administrative aspects of the investigalion?

f An Execulive Summary, Index of Exhibits, Chronology of the invesligalion and lisis of alf persons inlerviewed and evidence galhered.
{Complex, serious and/or high profile cases)?

2. | Exhiblls (para 3-14, AR 15-6)

a. Ase all items offered (whether or not received) or considered as evidence individually numbered of leltered as exhibils and allached
to \his repont?

b. Is an index of all exhibils offered to or considered by investigaling officer attached before the first exhibil?
c. Has the \gslimony/statement of each wilness been recorded verbalim or been reduced to wiilten form and allached as an exhibit?

¢. Are copies, descriplions. or depiclions ¢if substituted for real or documentary evidence) properly authenlicaled and is the focation of
the original evidence indicated?

e Are descriplions or diagrams Included of lgcations visited by the investigaling officer (Appendix C-3, AR 15-8)?

f 1s each wrillen stipulalion atlached as an exhibil and is each oral stipulation either reduced to vailing and made an exhibit or
recorded?

00 0000
O ol 0 B0

KX K OXE

=
]

X X OO

OOoo--o

O 500 KX

>

FOOTNOTES: 1 Explain alf negahive answers on an atlached sheat
2/ Use of the N/ column consbiles & pesilive represanlation that the oircumslances deseribad in the quastion did not gecur in ths invesbgalion

DA FORM 1574-1, APR 2016 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE. ' Page 1 of 4

ABDLC v QOES
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SECTION IV - FINDINGS (para 3-10, AR 15.6) o

The nwvestigaling omcé;; having carefully considered the evidence, finds: [Each paragraph should be one conclusion based on the
avidence yathered during the investigation. These findings should provide answers lo each question posed by the appointing authority m the
appoisiment memorandum The evidence thal supports each finding must he ¢ited.}

See Findings and Recommendations Memorandum,

DA FORM 1574-1, APR 2016

"Page 2 of4
AP AT w1 2GES
USARCENT FOIA FA-22-0066 UNCLASSIFIED
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SECTION V - RECOMMENDATIONS {para 3-11. AR 15.6)

invastigation resulls can be used as a training tool |
See Findings and Recommendations Memorandum,

in Seclion IV Address whal aclions, if any, should be taken with regard to the inchwiduals invalved. the unil leadership, and any steps !hat
can ba laken to proven! the oecurrence in the future Recommsndalions do not need lo be adverse ar punifive For example (he

DA FORM 1574-1, APR 2016

USARCENT FOIA FA-22-0066 UNCLASSIFIED
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SECTION VI - AUTHENTICATION (para 3-15. AR 15-6)
COMPLETE AND ACCURATE

CORROCE D ING

{b){3), (b)(6)

SECTION Vil - ACTION BY APPQVING AUTHORITY (para 2-8, AR 15-5}
Do reconrnendanons of the (investigating officer} are’

(} - - .‘ " - ‘/-/‘)

I ufrmves wath 1be Jollowing modsfications

‘o intiovang findings of lact are addedideteted
2 "teinhovang findings of fagt are modified as follows,
3 T ae mdowing tecommendastions are addedideteted:
S The tollowing Teoommendalions are moddiag as follows:

15 "ne aclion recommended 1n recommendation has been accomphshed by

Recommendationis! 1s not appropriate for achion by this command. however, a copy of this inveshigation 1s beiny

furntshed 10 for such

achon as debmed appropnate

tapphfoved

Tre2pmt s (incomplete), (amwguous). terroneous) and/or (specify deficienty) wilh respect to

< trerelore hereby eiurned o the 1O for corrective action as follows

AUG 2 42018 (BXO)

ALBERT M. ELTON Il
Major General, USAF
Cemmanding General

i FORK 1574-1 APR 2016 Fage 4 of 4
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
SPECIAL OPERATIONS JOINT TASK FORCE - AFGHANISTAN
BAGRAM AIRFIELD, AFGHANISTAN
APO AE 09354

NSOCC-A/SQOJTF-A-J35 19 August 2018

MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, Special Operations Joint Task Force-
Afghanistan (SOJTF-A), Afghanistan, APO, AE 09354

SUBJECT: (U//FEUO) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

1. {(U) References.
a. (U) Memorandum of Appointment, dated 13 July 2018 (U)

b. (U) Army Regulation (AR) 15-6, Procedures for Administrative Investigations and
Boards of Officers (U)

2 ~SHREL-USAFVEY)-Background. On 13 July 2018, | was appointed by the
SOJTF-A Commanding General as an investigating officer pursuant to AR 15-6. The

purpose of the investigation was to determine the facts and circumstances surrounding
the death of Sergeant First Class (SFC) Christopher A. Celiz during combat operations
on 12 July 2018 in the vicinity of Zurmat, Paktiya Province, Afghanistan.

3 (SIRELtoUSAFVEY) Summary. On 12 July 2018 durin (b)(1)1.4a |

(b)(1)1.4a Friendly Forces |  (b)(1)1.4a |and Partner Forces)
arrived at the vehicle drop-off location to clear a nearby compound. While conducting
dismounted clearance of building D1080, a member of the Afghan partner force was
wounded by small arms fire. During the MEDEVAC of the partner force, SFC Celiz was
also wounded by small arms fire. Both casualties were evacuated tdp)1)1.44 care at
FOB Dahlke. SFC Celiz expired while in surgery at FOB Dahlke Role II.

4 (SIRELtoUSA-FVEY)- Overview. | was officially notified of my appointment on 13
July 2018. | began to gather and compile background data from 14 July and received

my legal briefing on the same day. Due to my current location next to Camp Alpha, |
was able to make contact with TF J3 in order to make contact with SFC Celiz's team
members from the operation. | acquired the Zurmat CONOP through the appropriate
SOJTF-A channels to have a better understanding of the ove issign, enemy
situation, and Coalition assets supporting the mission. Due td (b)(1)1.4a| operational
tempo, rest cycle, and concurrent[ _b)n)14a |tempo, | was unable to make it down to
their forward location. All communication and gathering of information for the
investigation was Tushgﬁ_mmugh_ﬂﬁ? email and phone conversations. On 14 July |
made contact with (b)(3), (b)(8) regarding my duties. [_(b)(3), (b)8) | directed me
towards| ()3), mye) [on 15 July. | m)3), mye) |directed me to the| b)1)1.4a | Team

T SECRETHREEUGA FVEY —
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NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-J35

SUBJECT: (U//FOUO) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

| (b)(3), (b)(6) | From 15 to 17 July | was in constant contact witH)
| (b)3), (b)(6) |via phone and email. On 17 July | received my initial sworn statements from
one of SFC Celiz's team members during the operation. The TF operators included:
(b)(3), (b)(6) SFC Celiz, | (b)(3), (b)(6) | | submitted my draft findings
and recommendations on 11 August. | received edits from my legal advisor on 12
August, and re-submitted my report on 14 August. From the 15-19 August | was asked
to get statements from the other two members of SFC Celiz's team, as well as develop
a graphic depicting the engagement.

5. {(SHRELTOUSA FVEY) Summary of Relevant & Material Facts.

a. (U) Personnel Directly Involved at the Time of the Incident. Below are SFC Celiz's
team members that participated in the 12 July 18 Zurmat operation.

(1) (UNIFOUe)| (£)3), (b)) lfor [ s ]
TM2, and wassiaelh usc 1Fen@d2 on 12 July 1018. | (b)(3), (b)(6) |with
| (b)(3), (b)(6) |assigned to the 75th Ranger

Regiment. He has been on five combat deployments fo Afghanistan. The first three
deployments, he held the position of (b)(3), (b)(6) | Prior to this
deployment he served agXhetp usc 1qub)(5)(1)1_4a | This deployment he has been on 25
missions spreading across Khowst, Paktiya, Paktika, and Jowzjan. For this operation,
he and his team were on mission for no less than 30 hours on the southern objective

area.

(2) (U!/FGUQ)I (b)(3), (b)(6) [forl (b)(1)1.4a |
TM2, and was thefp)3). t)dor TM2 on 12.Julv 2018.] (b)(3), (b)(6) |
[(b)(3) 10 USC 130b/p)Ein the Army. He has (b)(3), (b)(8) lassigned to the 75th Ranger
Regiment. He has been on two combat deployments to Afghanistan. The first he held
the position of (b)(3), (b)(6) ffor ()1)1.4a | This deployment he has been on 20
missions spreading across Khowst, Paktiya, Paktika, and Jowzjan. For this operation,
he and his team were on mission for no less than 30 hours on the southern objective
area.

(3) (UIIFOUO) (b)(3), (b)(6) |for[__m)1)14a_|TM2, and
was th ::- TM2 on 12 July 2018.|  (b)3), (b)(6) ' ith| (b)3), (0)(6) |
months in the army. He has| (b)(3), (b)(6) [assigned to the 75th Ranger Regiment.

He has been on one combat deployment to Afghanistan. This deployment he has been
on 20 missions spreading across Khowst, Paktiya, Paktika, and Jowzjan. For this
operation he and his team were on mission for no less than 30 hours on the southern
objective area.

—SECRETHRELUSATFVEY—
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T SECRETHREEUSATFVEY—

NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-J35

SUBJECT: (U/FEY0) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR} 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

b (SHREL-TO-UEA-FVEY) Concept of Operation. The mission called for | ©)11.4a]
)(1)1{40 conduct | (b)(1)1.4a |between 11-13 July 2018 in order to
(b)(1)1.4a | Afghan and Coalition Forces. TF requested

approval to conduct this operation on Sahak Village located in Zurmat District, Paktiya

Province. According to the Human Intelligence (HUMINT) reporting, Sahak Village, and
surrounding villages, had historical Taliban (TB) and Haggani (HQN) militant actiyi
i (b)(1)1.4a|

istric

ith TB commander, (b)(1)1.4a and TB/HQN facilitator
(b)(1)1.4a The area had been used o support atiacks against the Zurmat

e
=

center and militant operations into Gardez. | (b)(1)1.4a |operation would
demonstrate friendly forces' ability to project and maintain security in the area[ ()(1)1.4a]
L (b)(1)1.4a
| (b)(1)1.4a (See
exhibit D).

C.ASHRELTOUSA FVEY) Narrative. After the element provided over watch on
their second Named Area of Interest (NAI), SFC Celiz's team, along with the partnered
force, came under a large volume of effective machine gun and sniper fire from various
compounds to their north. A member of SFC Celiz's team was notified that a partnered
force member had been wounded during the initial contact with the enemy. The team
immediately returned fire towards the enemy's known and likely positions in the vicinity
of the building designated “D990" as the team sought cover from enemy fire. SFC Celiz
decided to split his four man team into two elements. One element provide suppressive
fire to likely and known enemy targets, while SEC. Celiz took his team medic,)

)to the vehicle in order to prep the (b)(1)1.4a SFC Celiz exposed himself
to enemy fire, targeted the enemy structure 600m away, and neutralized the position
with the recoilless rifle. SFC Celiz's team then bounded back to friendly forces, and
SFC Celiz kept his team in separate elements. This would enable his team to provide
initial aide to their wounded partner and prep him for MEDEVAC, while also providing
cover fire. During the evacuation of the wounded partner, the element came under a
high volume of enemy fire. SFC Celiz aided the wounded partner, moved back to a
position with cover and continued to provide suppressive fire on the enemy, protecting
friendly elements and the MEDEVAC helicopter. He was fatally wounded by small arms
fire while bounding back to the MEDEVAC helicopter. The MEDEVAC helicopter had
taken off once the partner force casualty was loaded, but was called back to evacuate
SFC Celiz. m with assistance from two partner force Soldiers, re-exposed
themselves to an enemy fire and carried SFC Celiz, loading him onto the MEDEVAC
helicopter. The MEDEVAC then flew directly to the| (b)(1)1.4a | (See
Exhibits A, B, C, & G).

—SECRETHRELUSAFVEY—
. 1
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T SECRETHRECUSATFYEY-—

NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-J35

SUBJECT: (U/FQUO) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

d. (SHREL-TO-USAFVEY)There was no criminal intent, misconduct, or negligence
on the part of any member of the patrol during the fire-fight with insurgents. On the

contrary, SFC Celiz and his Rangers distinguished themselves under fire. SFC Celiz's
team knew their mission, primary and secondary duties, as well as their contingency
plan in case a team member was wounded due to enemy fire. SFC Celiz's team
continued to shoot, move, and communicate while bounding back to covered positions
in order to provide treatment to the wounded partner and to continue to
suppress/neutralize enemy positions. (See Exhibits A, B, & C).

6. (U//FEUO) Findings. After carefully considering the evidence, | find the following:

a. (SHREL-USA-EVEY) What was the nature of the mission? How was it
developed, approved, and executed? This is addressed in para. 5(b). In short, the

mission was 1o | (b)(1)1.4a
(b)(1)1.4a
(b)(1)1.4a | The mission
was developed through extensive intelligence collection and analysis from multiple
sources including (b)(1)1.4a
| (b)(1)1.4a | The mission was appropriately staffed and approved

through SOJTF-A. This particular operation called for a GAF to the objective.

b. (SHRELYUSAFVEY)-How did the unit prepare for the mission, and what was
their previous experience with missions of this kind? Describe any rehearsals, brief

backs, and other preparations, and any relevant previous operations conducted by this
force. Review of the unit members' individual experience is reviewed in para. 5(a). The

.mu_umnamdinuhﬁ_nilssmn throughl (b)(1)1.4a |
(b)(1)1.4a from previous operations, real time intelligence | L)(i)yda |

The unit conducted collective static and movement rehearsals.

¢ (SHRELUSAFVEY)-What rules of engagement, tactical guidance, tactical
directives, or other operational orders governed the mission? Did the individuals
involved in this incident comply with them? The following guidance and directives were
in place at the time of the mission, and governed its execution: (1) the Standing Rules of
Engagement (SROE); (2) the Operation Freedom's Sentinel ROE; (3) the United States
Forces — Afghanistan (USFOR-A) Tactical Directive; and (4) the SOJTF-A Tactical
Directive. SFC Celiz's team complied with all of them. Every member followed the
current ROE and Tactical Directive.

d. «(SHREL-USA,-FMEY) Describe in detail the facts and circumstances surrounding
the incident; develop a timeline and detaifed description of the terrain, buildings,

4

—SECRETIRECUSATFVEY-
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UNCLASSIFIED
T SECRETIRECUSATFVEY—

NSOCC-A/ISOJTF-A-J35

SUBJECT: (U//FOUO) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

vehicles, and general area where the incident occurred. if you believe it would be value
added, create and reference a diagram or other visual aid to assist you with this
description. On 12 July 2018, at roughly 0500 local, SFC Celiz's team began to take
accurate and sustained machine gun and sniper fire. At the time, they were dismounted
and clearing compounds of interest. The initial contact hit the driver's side window of
their empty truck, not far from the team’s location. The team for the next several

minutes engaged the enemy from the vicinity of buildings D1080 and D1070, primarily
from behind a dilapidated structure about five feet tall and eight feet long. During this
engagement, the partner force took a casualty. SFC Celiz split his team, and took{)3). ®)fe)
whic

with him to retrieve the]  m)3). ib)e)  |which he used to level the structure from
his team was taking fire. Displaying this initiative and exposing himseif to hostile
fire to engage the enemy with the recoilless rifle, neutralized the enemy and provided
approximately 30 minutes to recover the casualty and call in MEDEVAC helicopters.
Roughly upon the arrival of the MEDEVAC helicopters, the enemy fire resumed. SFC
Celiz again exposed himself to enemy fire in order to cover the MEDEVAC's arrival,
loading of the casualty, and departure. As the MEDEVAC departed, having spent only
a few minutes on the ground, SFC Celiz was wounded by enemy small arms fire and
fell. He tried to get up, only to collapse again, remaining unconscious. SFC Celiz's
team and the partner forces maintained their fire on the enemy, while exposing
themselves to recover SFC Celiz, who had been shot in the right flank, above his body
armor. They called back the MEDEVAC, which landed again, and they loaded SFC
Celiz into it, roughly three minutes after he was wounded. SEC Celiz arrived at FO
Dahlke roughly ten minutes after he was injured, where th (b)(1)1.4a
tirelessly operated on him for approximately one hour and 40 minutes. After this effort,
the surgeon determined SFC Celiz had expired. Attachment A to this report depicts
where the firefight resulting in SFC Celiz's death took place.

e. (SHRELUSA FVEY)- What were the causes and extent of SFC Celiz's injuries?
SFC Celiz's injuries stemmed from effective/accurate enemy fire he received while
bounding back, leaving his last covered position, as he provided a high volume of fire to
protect his team, litter team, and MEDEVAC aircraft. SFC Celiz was shot as the
MEDEVAC aircraft initially took off. He was hit on his right side (between the side plate
and arm pit). The round entered his right side and traveled up towards his vital area
near the heart. This single bullet caused the sum total of his injuries.

f (SHREL-USAFVEY)-What medical treatment, if any, was provided to SFC Celiz?
Include specific details related to the medical assistance provided at the scene, details
of the MEDEVAC process, including the timing of the request(s), when MEDEVAC
assets arrived, and where the individuals were taken after the incident. No meaningful
treatment or assessment was conducted on the ground (prior to MEDEVAC lift off) due

5
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T SECRETHRELUSATFVEY—

NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-J35

SUBJECT: (U//FOUO) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

to the tactical and enemy situation and the patient’s condition, and the fact that
MEDEVAC was already on the scene. The [b)(i)1 4Land three partner force Soldiers
transferred his body to a litter and moved him onto the MEDEVAC helicopter. The
element worked quickly and steadily as it took a total of 3 minutes from the time SFC
Celiz was shot to boarding the helicopter. (See Exhibit B). SFC Celiz's team placed
him on the litter with body armor and helmet removed. The MEDEVAC, which was in
the process of leaving with the first wounded individual, was ordered and directed by the
ground team to find a secondary landing zone in order to get SFC Celiz on board. SFC
Celiz was immediately flown to Dahlke (b)(1)1.4alfor trea eliz’s initial care

was being moni by (b)(S) (b)(6) ) SFC Celiz arrived
at the Dahlke| (b)(1)1.44facility at 0610 on 12 July 2018. The surgeon| (b)(3), (b)(6) |

1 treated Celiz for a gunshot wound to the right flank. The trauma team
worked continuously on SFC Celiz for approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes until the
surgeon called SFC Celiz expired at 0802hrs. (See Exhibit G). The medical care
included bilateral needle decompression catheters, chest compressions, an emergent
thoracotomy, and placing a femoral arterial line and femoral venous catheter for high
volume resuscitation with blood product. Upon entry into the chest, the surgeon
discovered two large injuries to the right ventricle. While there were some brief
moments of heart activity during the surgery, SFC Celiz never regained meaningful
cardiac activity.

g—SHREL-USAFVEY)-What personal protective equipment did SFC Celiz wear at
the time of his injuries? SFC Celiz was equipped in accordanceﬂllh_thfohcy

regarding individual protective eauipment: M4A1 (MOD) Rifle| (b)1)14a [side arm;
Ballistic Helmet| ®)1)1.4a |(hearina protection / communication); Ballistic
Eyewear, (Night Vision Device);(b)(1)1.4§Plate carrier i li' fi nt, back, and side

ESAPI plates; tactical gloves, 2 x CAT Tourniquets; standard |b)(1)143knee / elbow pad
inserts.

h—(SHREL-USAFVEY) Was SFC Celiz's death incurred in the line of duty pursuant
to AR 600-8-4? SFC Celiz was conducting| (b)(1)14a  |offensive operations in
support of Operating Freedom Sentinel. Considering the nature of his actions and the
circumstances of his death, there can be no question that per AR 600-8-4, SFC Celiz's
death was in the line of duty.

(SHRELYUSAFVEY)—What force protection techniques did U.S. forces and/or
partner forces use during this particular operation and what air assets were assisting the

unit at the time of contact? The U.S. and partner forces were executing operations in
accordance with the OFS ROE. The current ROE are briefed during the mission brief

—SEEREFIRELUSATFVEY-—
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NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-J35

SUBJECT:; (U//fFOUO) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

back from the Commander down to the lowest levels. The force had an Air Weapons
Team (AWT) of 2 x AH-64s and an F-16 in support of their operations.

| SHRELUSA, FVEY)—Was any of the SFC Celiz's hand-receipted military
equipment destroyed or lost during the operation? SFC Celiz's individual military

equipment i.e. individual weapon system, NVGs, radios, body armor, accompanied him
on the MEDEVAC helicopter. Reviewing the sworn statements from SFC Celiz's team,
nothing was mentioned about his hand receipted military equipment being lost or
destroyed during the 12 July 2018 operation. If any was lost or destroyed, it should be
classified as a combat loss.

k. (SHRELUSAFVMEY)- Any other matters pertaining to this incident that you deem
relevant. SFC Celiz's actions during the 12 July 2018 Operation went above and
beyond the call of duty in order to protect his team and his partner forces from being
injured or killed by enemy small arms/machine gun fire.

7—~SHRELUSA-NATO-RSMA)- Recommendations. In view of the above findings, |
recommend the following:

a. TF continually refine tactical SOPs from operational AARs. They should sustain
their basic small unit tactics at the individual and collective levels as these prove to be
the most effective measures to prepare teams/squads to identify enemy threats. Team,
squad, and joint rehearsals continue to play a critical role when reacting to enemy
contact. Continue to sustain the six War Fighting Functions and sustain the
development of team members knowing the next operator’s job.

b. All TF elements continue to sustain effective communication with MEDEVAC
aircraft and continue to plan for alternate HLZs during enemy contact on the objective.

c. A copy of this report be provided to TF to support the appropriate award to
recognize SFC Celiz's valorous actions during the firefight.

d. (U//FOUO) There is no disciplinary action or further investigation into this incident
required. There was no misconduct or negligence leading to SFC Celiz's death. SFC
Celiz continued to provide a high volume of fire to ensure the safety of his team, the
wounded partner, and the MEDEVAC helicopters. SFC Celiz lived the Ranger creed
until his last moment, suppressing the enemy during a critical operation in order to
defeat terrorism during the continued Global War of Terror.

TSECRETHRELSUSAFVEY—
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NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-J35

SUBJECT: (U//FOUO) Findings and Recommendations, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6
Investigation — Death of SFC Christopher Celiz in Zurmat, Paktiya Province,
Afghanistan on 12 July 2018

8. (U//[FOUQ) The point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned at SVOIP:
(b)(3), (b)(6)

(b)(3), (b)(6)

Investigating Officer

1 Attachment:
1. Graphic of Engagement Area

—SEERETIREEUSATFVEY——
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List of All Persons Interviewed

Name Date Interviewed Type of Interview

14 July 2018 Phone
15 July 2018 Phone
16 July 2018 Phone

(B)3), (b)(6) 17 July 2018 Phone
17 July 2018 Phone
18 July 2018 Email (Sworn statements)
06 Aug 2018 Phone
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NSOCC-A/SOJTFE-A-CG

UNCLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIED//FEYO

HEADQUARTERS

NATO SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMPONENT COMMAND - AFGHANISTAN
SPECIAL OPERATIONS JOINT TASK FORCE - AFGHANISTAN

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN
APC AE 09354

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, Special Operations Joint Task Force- Afghanistan

SUBJECT: Chronology, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation of [ o)tyiaa
Partnered Clearing Operation, Zurmont Province

1. Below is a chronology detailing the steps taken during this investigation:

13 July 2018, 1000D

| Received notification of appointment

13 July 2018, 1430D
13 July 2018, 1103D

Received appointment memorandum

Received leaal hriefing ' o ;

14 July 2018, 2029D

Spoke with®144__m)a). 0xe) _lon my 10 duties

15 July 2018, 1400D

Spoke with] ®Mide[| — ®).o©)  bn'sworn
statements / future| {b)(3). (b)(6)

15 July 2018, 1038D

| Received email from | R Y .
(b)(3). (b)6) [reaarding Interview link up

16 July 2018, 1141D

Spoke with| (b)(3), (b)) lon my IO duties

16 July 2018, 2043D

Spoke with| (b)(1)1.4a (bY3), (b)E) bR
gathering sworn statements fromg1)1 .flassauit force
_members

17 July 2018, 1216D

Spoke with| (b)(1)1.4a {b)(3), (b)(6) regarding
general overview of SFC Celiz’'s actions on mission
and medicalcareatDalhke =~~~

17 July 2018, 1421D

Email received from b)), (b)6)  Fegarding draft
sSworn statemente nn SEC Celiz's injury during theOP

05 August 2018,1524D

Spoke with| (b)3). (b)(E) |(Dalhke foy1y1.4
Surgeon on SFC Celiz's medical treatmen

07 August 2018, 1426D

| Email (sworn statementyreceived from|  ®)@), kxe) |
)3). hslon SFC Celiz's medical care after arriving to
Dalhke|b)1)1.42

07 August 2018, 2202D

Email received from {b)(3), (b)(6)
w3}, mysj{Mortuary Affairs)

08 August 2018, 1515D

E il rnr‘ni\!a.‘r"i _frnrﬁ{ (b)(3), (b)(6) _|
| (©)(3). (0)6) ]
Craig Joint Theater Hospital office

11 August 2018, 2100D

Submitted F&R memo for legal review

13 August 2018, 0937D

Received edits from legal advisor

| 14 August 2018, 1847D
15-19 August 2018

Made edits and resubmitted to legal advisor

Multiple revisions, development of more evidence

USARCENT FOIA FA-22-0066
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UNCLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIEDIFOUE

NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-CG
SUBJECT: Chronology, Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation of; ®i)14s f
Partnered Clearing Operation, Zurmont Province

19 August 2018 Legal review signed |
xx August 2018, xxxx D Submitted investigation to Appointing Authority ‘5
2. Point of contact is the undersigned at SVOIP: ®)3). bXe)  for investigating officer
@ {©0)(3). (b)(6)

{b3(3). (b3(6)

Investigating Officer

UNCLASSIFIEDIFGUG
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UNCLASSIFIED

SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this form, sea AR 190-45; the proponent agency is PMG.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
AUTHORITY: Tille 10, USC Section 301; Title 5, USC Section 2051; E.O. 9397 Sodal Security Number (SSN).

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To document potantial criminal aclivity involving the U.S. Army, and to allow Army officials to maintain discipline,
law and order through Investigation of complaints and incidents.

ROUTINE USES: Information provided may be further disclosed to federal. state, local, and foreign government lav; enforcement
agencies, prosecutors, courts, child proteclive servicas, viclims, wilnesses, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and
the Office of Persennel Management, Information provided may be used for determinations regarding judicial or
non-judicial punishment, other administralive disciplinary actions, security clearances, recruitment, retention,
placement, and other personnel actions.

ol

—_—

| b)(6]and T each exnended roughly 45 rounds from our M-4's while SFC Celiz andlb)3)(b)6)engaged the enemy Wit Two
l,)(1 y1.9unds from th  (b)(1)1.4a pt the front driver's side of our vehicle. SFC Celiz. an (b)(3), (b)(6)}were able to reduce an etﬁ
" )(1)1.4a

DISCLOSURE: Disclosure of your SSN and other information s voluntary.
1. LOCATION 2. DATE (YYYYMMDD) 3. TIME 4. FILE NUMBER
(b)(1)1.4a |AFGHA'NISTAN 20180727
5. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME 6. 7. GRAD TUS
(b)(3), (b)(6) | (b)8) B)EJAC
|8 ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS "
(b)(1)1.4a 75TH RANGER REGIMENT
9.
l,l (b)(3), (b)(6) [ , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

On 12 JULY 2018,[ (b)(1)1,4a |and a partnered force conducted a Force Protection Patrol (FPP) in order to remove Taliban influence
from Zurmat District. Paktiva Province, Afghanistan. At our final checkpoint before occupying our vehicle drop off (VDO) location,
ISR assets notiﬁhal an armed enemy fighter had maneuvered on the ground assault force (GAF) in order to
engage us as we set in our VDO from anproximately 150 meters. Then, took initiative to neutralize the threat to our
GAF by coordinating a strike with: = om AW hich ted inonc enemy killed in action (EKIA). After arriving
to our vehicle drop off (VDO) location, the partnered force se (b)(1)1.4a in order {o clear our first named area of
i (NAI). After the narnered force cleared our first NAI, the command and control (C2) element, which includc
23;. Eb;&‘c Celi7and myself, advanced to a dilapidated building about 5 foot tall and 8 foot wide at the northeastern
edge of the first NAT to gain tactical advantage and covered over watch of our second NAI clearance. At approximately 0500 local,
the C2 element and partnered forces received accurate PKM, AK-47, and sniper fire from compounds to the north at a sustained rate
of fire. The assault force returned fire and sought cover. There were 10 to 15 round bursts every 15 seconds impacting the walls of
the building D1080 and D1070 to our west and north along with the ground within 10 meters of our position. SEC Celiz made visual
contact with enemy fighters in a building to our North approximatcly 600 meters away anwc re able to
engage the enemy with 6 rounds each of suppressive fire from behind cover of our dilapidated structure. Ve could see a dust trail
after the brief engagement by and thvhich indicated that the enemy had retreated in a vehicle from the
compound they were in. The enemy began to engage us from the east within a minute or two after the first engagement. We received
a heavy volume of accurate enemy PKM and sniper fire from compounds 500 to 900 meters away. The enemy maintained 10to 15
round bursts every 10 seconds which 1 saw impacting the walls of the structure we took cover behind as well as hitting the ground
within 10 meters of our position. Qur assault force began to immediately return fire onto known, likely, and suspected enemy
positions from covered positions. We exposed ourselves from the torsos and above to return cffective suppressive fire. However, |
did pull chind cover several times while he was focused looking through his weapon's optic because | saw rounds
impacting the wall within five meters to our south. Then, SFC Celiz chosc to engage the enemy with thq (b)(3), (b) ich yune
located in the bed of our vehicle 20 meters away from our location in the dilapidated structure. SFC ch
and I to provide suppressive fire while he anbounded fully exposed to the bed of the truc___(b)(3),
d

selves from the torso to our heads 1o enemy fire in order to draw attention away from SFC Celiz and

(b)(3), (b)(6)

C und during tRis engagement despite their exposed position to the same volume of fire. he second round from thg

(b)(1)1.44vas fired, the cnemy rate of fire slawed ta snoradic fire. 1 saw approximately 10 to 15 round bursts impact the buildings
around us every minute. SEC Celiz and | (b)(3), (b)(6)pounded to western most wall of building D1080 to treat a partner force casualty

during this lull in fire. .

10. EXHIBIT 1. ANTIALE AE DEOCOM MAL] R[G STATEMENT
(b)(3), (b)(6) PAGE 1 OF ___3_ PAGES
ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING *STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DATED

THE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, AND PAGE NUMBER
MUST BE INDICATED.

DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE APDLC v1 Q1ES
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th(3), (bj@y | turned to move back to a covered position. We camc to a halt short of cover because we saw SFC Celiz still returning fire

H)(3), (b){6in bravely to SFC Celiz and began dragging behind cover while a few 6-9 rounds bursts of enemy PKM fire impacted within

UNCLASSIFIED

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROGEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM.

STATEMENT 0F| (b)(3), (b)(5) | TAKEN AT (b)(1)1.4a AF _ DATED 20180727

9. STATEMENT (Conlinued)
Ma d I provided watch and shoot suppressive fires from the cover of the dilapidated structure while SFC Celiz and
(b)(3), (b)(6) moved to the casualty. After SFC Celiz anq (b)(3), (b)(8)jwere behind cover,began coordinating with
acrial assets in order to find and destroy enemy fighters and fighting positions. SFCjPatim=atumad-taqur position to gain situational
awareness on current enemy contact to assess ing in DUSTOFF[ _ (0)(3), (b)(6) jnd I then moved back with
SFC Celiz to the location of the casualty. Once|  (b)(3), (b)(5) [SFC Celiz, and I were at the casualty’s loga inn nn antside of
the western wall of D1080, [ prepared a nine-line MEDEVAC request which SFC Celiz relayed tq the 10 began
ing ial assets in order to provide of flight and routing instructions to DUSTOFF.|  (b)(3), (b)(6) instructed me to
o mark DUSTOFF's touchdown point, At this time, we were no longer in enemy contact for approximately 20
minutes]| (b)(1)1.4apositioned one gun truck with a mounleat the southwest corner of our building and another gun truck

approximately 100 meters to the west of the first gun truck in order to provide 360 degrees of security for the HLZ. As DUSTOIF
landed short of our marked HLZ by about 75 meters, the enemy opened up with AK-47, PKM, and sniper fire from compounds 500

1o 900 meters to our east, The enemy had sustaining and accurate 6 to 9 round bursts every five seconds which impacted the ground
within 20 meters of DUSTOFF and the HLZ.| (b)(3), (b)(6) [and I immediately moved southwest of the first gun truck standing
fully exposed to provide suppressive fires. [(b)(3), (o)(6immediately ran out to conduct a medical handover despite the volume of
accurate fire with the litter team in trail, Noticing that SFC Celiz and] _ (b)(3), (b)(6) [began moving to provide suppressive fires, |
stepped out to provide suppressive fires as well. 1 was about 15 meters southwest of the first gun truck. SFC Celiz also ran all the
way to the door of DUSTOFF to provide suppressive fire.l (b)(3), (b)(6) |followed behind SFC Celiz and stopped approximately
10 meters from the nose of the aircrafl | %b)(3). bK.G) providcd around 20 to 30 rounds of supprcssi\.re1 fire in about a minute,

i

standing fully exposed to the enemy PKM fire in order to provide as much fire superiority until the litter team, | (b)(3), (b)(6] and SFC
Celiz retumed behind covtn)(3) 10 USC 130b/|8y8[(b)(3). (b)(6Jmove back from his medical hand off, at which point, | (b)(3), (b)(6)

e

while standing in front of DUSTOFF in order to protect the casualty, pilots, and crew. | (b)(3), (b)(6) | and 1 both
called out to SFC Celiz to return behind cover for a few secondsl (b)(3), (b)(B) Iand 1 moved back to our exposed positions and
provided another 20-30 rounds each of suppressive fire hoping that SFC Celiz would retumn to the covered position. Aq (b)3), (b)6)]
continued to call for SFC Celiz, SFC Celiz turned in a attempt to move back and was struck by enemy fire, fell to a knee, waved
DUSTOFF away, collapsed to the ground and pulled himself one time with his arm before going unconscious | (b)(3), (b)(6jbegan
calling for SFC Celiz to crawl to him but SFC Celiz was unrcsponsive. While alled for SFC Celiz, two partner force
soldiers ran out under fire to retrieve SFC Celiz. During this timg __ (b)(3), (b)(6) |nd I were still providing suppressive fires while

standing fully exposed to the heavy volume of enemy PKM fire which I could see impacting the ground 10 meters in front of us
gan moving and shooting while making his way to SFC Celiz. Then[ (b)(1)1.4a [ollowed closely tp (6)

a couple meters of them [ (b)(3), (b)(6) Jexpended all 30 rounds in his magazine and then ran out to help the group dragging SFC
Celiz while I continued suppressing the enemy with 15 to 20 rounds for another 15 seconds until SFC Celiz was retumned to cover.
Once (b)(3), (b)(6) SFC Celiz, thd (b)(1)1.4a |and partner force soldiers were behind cover I stepped behind the

first gun truck, instructed the gunner to pick up his rate of fire, and moved to where[ (b)(3), (b)(6}vas beginning to treat SFC Celiz,
(b)(3), (b)(5) pegan to hnla gb)(s) ib?is treat SFC Celiz while simultaneously calling for DUSTOFF to retum to the marked HLZ.

DUSTOFF landed in another exposed position in direct line of sight of rapid and accurate enemy PKM fire from compounds to our

cast| (b)(3), (b)(6) [lifted SFC Celiz and began to walk him to the aircraft which was still under a ra id rate of
fire. Partner force solders then brought a litter andloaded him onto the litter. At this timlong
with three partner force soldiers continued to move into the enemy fire towards the HLZ to load SFC Celiz. The Titter tcam was able
to safely load SFC Celiz onto DUSTOFF and return back to cover.

SFC Celiz died protecting DUSTOFF and its crew in order to ensure the partner force casualty was able to reach higher care and
prevent DUSTOFF from being shot down which would have potentially cost more lives. His final display of bravery, courage, and
selfless devotion to his troops is the most honorable thing I have witnessed.

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT

®)3). bl6) (b)(3), (b)(6 PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES

DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006 APDLC V1 DIES
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STATEMENT OF

(b)(3), (b)(6)

9. STATEMENT (Continued)

TAKENAT' (b)(1)1.42 |AF DATED

20180727

| (b)(3), (b)(6) I

AFFIDAVIT

WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE 3

, HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT

. | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE

BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL [HE-UIEMOE A0 11l AWELL MOUCELIENT

(b)(3), (b)(E)

(b)(3), (b)(E)

a

(Signature of Person Making Statement)

Subscribed and swom lo before me, a person authorized by law to

AUGUST . 2018

7TH day of
1 Ak

| ()t

1ST BATTALION 75TH RANGER REGIMENT

| ADCAMIZATIOM AD AnNOECe

(b)(3), (b))

AT I

(b)(3). (b)(6)

Ty

(b)(3)

INITIALS OF PER=SALALALING STATEMENT]

» (b)(6)
———(Typed Name of Pérson Administering Oath)

| (b)(1)1.4a !TSTH RANGER REGIMENT (b)(1)1.4a |
ADDRESS

(Authority To Administer Qaths)

b)(3), (b)(8)
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UNCLASSIFIED

SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this [orm, see AR 1§0-45; the proponent agency is PMG.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
AUTHORITY: Tille 10, USC Seclion 301; Tille 5, USC Section 2051; E.O. 8307 Soclal Securily Number {SSN}.

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To document poteniial criminat activily involving the U.S. Army, and to allow Army officials lo maintaln diseipiine,
faw and order Ihrough invesligation of complaints and incidents.

ROUTINE USES: Infermalion provided may be furiher disclosed ta federal, slate, locat, and foreign governmenl law enforcement
agencies, proseculors, courls, child proteclive services, viclims, wilnesses, the Depariment of Veterans Affalrs, ang
the Qlffica of Personnel Management. Information provided may be used for deferminations regarding judicial or
non-judicial punishment. other administrative discipinary aclions, securily clearances, recruilment, retention,
placament, and olher personnel agtions.

DISCLOSURE: Bisclosure of your 55N and oiher information Is voluntary.
1. LOCATION 2. DATE (YYYYMMDD} 3. TIME 4. FILE NUMBER
(b)}{1}1.4a IAI‘ghanislnn 20180717 2300
BV ACT MAME CHOT MAAL SINDLE NAME 6. SSN 7. GRA
(D)(3). (b)(B) {b)(6) i
&_URGANZATION TR ADDRESS

(b)(i}i.4a l'lslh Ranger Regiment

g, ‘ '
!I (B)(3), (b)(B) I . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

Onihe moming of 12 July 2018, | was serving as {H%}(S), (b}dﬁ)‘a four man team participating in a Force Protection Patrol (FPP) tu
clear u village in the Zurmat Distriet of Paktiya Provinee, The Ground Assaull Foree (GAF} arrived at our Vehicle Drop O VXY
position and began clearing compounds that we plunned to use for mu‘@hh .gwciion and Command and Control (€2} element. Oace
tliese compounds were cleared, st upproximadely 0500 local. our team drove up to up Lo link up with our partner fereq(b)(1)1.49 Qur
team, as well as lhcl (b){(11.4a ame vnder accurate caemy fire
s the sun rose, obscuring our ability to idemtily the enemy. We ulilized o smali picee of cover provided by a ditapidated structure.
From our position we we're taking fire from our 9 o"clock position to our lwo o’clock positian. For reference. our 12 o'clock was 1
beading ol 55 degrees. We assessed the lire (o be aceurate PKM and Sniper fire due to our abilily to hear the rounds as they traveled
over und beside aur position. Qur Team Leader (VL1 8FC Celiz. was able (o identify one of the arcas we we're taking fire from in
the vivinity of (VO the D990 building. One of the advisars and myself engoaged known, likely und suspected positions where SFC
Celie had spotted enemy contact. We recrived radin teaf¥in that gur partner force had ceceived onc fricrdly wounded. Tt was at (his
time that SFC Celiz decided to utilize the (b)(1)1.4a o engage the DI040 building where we assessed muliple enemy fighiers
were accurately engaging our position, us well as other Tricndly positions. A this lime we could see rounds impucting around an
accupied friendly vehicle adjacent Lo the D107 building. SFC Celiz instrucicd the {b)(1)11.4a aimd
Radio Telephone Operptoc (8 10 to provide suppressive fire while he and | bounded gonresimately 20 moiors (o our track where we
received th @)1)14a  |SFC Celiz was lhmd assumad thy (b)}{1)1.4a imlc. With disrcgard for his own
life. SFC Celiz exposed himself 1o direet fire from the enemy engaging witli Tws rounds uii (b)(1)1.4a itting and reducing a
structure approximately 600 meters away. Due to this uction. the partner tarce was able (v Giancuver to more effectively cngage
cneiny lighting positions.

SEC Celiz provided suppressive fire while T hounded back to the dilapidated structare, Onee 1 returned to cover we provided
suppressive tire as S1'C Celiz returned to our position, SPC Celiz informed us that he wanted o spliLun to in order provide
medival treatment and evacuation for the wounded partaer force soldier. SFC Celiz instructed lhld RTO 10 remain al the
(b){1)1.44°2 node to provide arcal and dircct fire support to suppress und destroy the enemy. SFC Cetiz and | bounded back to the
truck to gratr my blood products. From the truck we moved along the northern wall of building 1080, Once we could see the
friendly forces Incated at the western side of building D1079 we moved Lo thelr position, Upon arriving al this location. we we're
able to see that the casually was actually located an fhe weslern end of D180, SFC Celiz provided suppressive fire us 1 moved to
Building D080, Onee | was set | provided overwatch s e moved o mie. We worked our way over to the casualty who was suping
on i litier. 1 began treating the cosualty who already had basic treastments by the partner foree medic. SFC Celiz began assessing the
arca for a suitable HLZ When he returned o me he asked me how serivus the casualty was, The patient hud a gunshot wound
(GSW) w the upper Tight chesl. 1 was unable to palpate o radial pulse or pel & reading on mm:mnilm’. When | eemoved the
chest seal that the partner foree medic had applied | could hear hissing. indicating that he had a sucking chest wound. | performed a

10. EXHIRIT T 11, iMITIA S N5 DEDSOXN TEARING STATEMENT
I {b}(3), (b)(6) PAGE t OF 3 PAGES

ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING "STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DATED

THE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, AND PAGE NUMBER
MUST BE INDICATED.
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UNGLASSIFIED

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM.

STATEMENT Of (B)3). (bi(6) TAKEN AT | (D)(1)1 4aly ) DATED 20180712

4 STATEMEMT (Continued)

avedte chest deconyuession. Residuad hlogd seeped out of the wound and 1 was abke 1o praudpate o strong raddiat puise. oty of these
restdts con My suspicion of 4 ension preamothosay or tfension hema-preumothoras. | nld SEC Celiz ;!mlh.n he
wils ‘x (D)(1)1.4a | bt that b was stable for now and | couldd Keep him ulive on the proumd for i loneer il peeded. At this ame. he
coemy contact that we had twhes cartivr fad beea suppressed for ogghly MEmisutes. The RUO ande)(1)1.4bad linked buck TSI TFVN
al He vasualty ocution, SEFC Coliz worked with the #2110 an send up i 9-line medevac request. As DUSTOFE v
sshunnd fo the FHLZL he coems, apened with hews v and sustaining smalt args, machine ganvand snigier fire rom the nonh 1 e
enemy Jire was zeroed inon where HDUS TORD was wheels dmm,uul Aleeady instrucied the indigenans Titer teum Beem
meviog o the aireratl b lod the casualiy . ) ran o 1o the DUST WERelicapter 1o give an apdate on the casualiy | but my main
MENE v o intinate to the erew it they we're tuking aveurate lire and needed 10 leinve ws quickhy as possible. | velfod
“paconisthoras™ wt the gl medic and sprinted buck . hoping thin they recapnized Iy argeney to get out o the dangerous arca amd
(E)(ﬂi.ﬂ

wonthd tadbosw suit As 1 runnisg ik | SEC Celiz with the Titerdeam. | maosed passed (h AND RTO o cover, AN
e e pa.ssu( e T ey peeled back to cover as well. | umed haek o took at the helicapler ind saw SFC Coliz providing
d hgh volane of suppressive tire, With no regatrd for Bis peesonal siders wnd the s dinnt el 1o heep the airesull, crew, and Biter
teain sade SEC Celiz continaed 1o engirge the enemd untit the Tier wion had Boally inished lowding the casuahty up and began
move Bk o cover, Onee the litter team ad movedd pissed SEFC Celiz to getw cover, the DUSTOFE hedicopter began ta power up
It was anly at this lime that SFC Celig stopped Firing aid begin o move t eover. baemy fire was impacting right at his feet. A by
fned tooran back W cover, he was invmedinely hit. He hentover at the waist and wan ed the bird aff as it was bareh going whesl,
up. He atlempied fo move to cover. bot campled face down, D yelled st him 1o crawd 1o me, He made e attempt g pull hinvsen
acruss the ground, and then sy motionless and WIECS PRnsive,

By this time the airerd] was sichame. Ong WDUSTORY over the radin not o Jeave and Land closer o 1he compbirsd 1w
ofou partaer foree soldiers had reads Degun running out into the huil of bullets W attem pi pull SFC Celiz e salety . W had
beci eying 4o coll him o safety for oot ten seconds, but he was ob ivusly wnable 10 move. The partner foree individuals Wi
unhle to maove SEC Celiv, As 1 luohed 1ot saw o of th (bi(1)1.435|!riminy bvards SIC Celiz, | ram onl o meet them and
priabbed SUC Celiz by the left shoudder steatp ol his bads armar and| (p){1y1.4a Jrabbed the rigin. l)u(@@mcdiutcl} st e g
und the Jowr o us drageed STCCeliz G cover s quick by as possibhe, Our REC) wans just o the right af the gun ok providy
suppressive e as we mosed W cover, Adter deagging him approvimately $ meters, | noked rightamd saw tind we had adequag:
voner A told eservone to stap and rofl hine over. We rolled him into the supiite position and quickly glaneed For iy hemarrhaey

SO Celie was unresponsiv e throughout the entire lime we dragaed hims face down o cover ind he wis very pade. W tore ol his
Fuwdy srnvor and one of thd cut the slitg tochis weapon, Atahis time DUSTORL was tunding again ina bocation that w s
sumewhat mare protected Tl e original belicoprer fanding sone. The four of us grahbed him by hix shoulders and fegs and heougs
temove da the belicopter. Thiree parace Joree soldivrs showed up with a linter, We transterred SFC Celiz onto the liter and o).
and the three partner forve seldiers tan hitg onte the beticopter. The time between when SFC Celiz wis shot to whers be w e
evacirted on DUSTORT was approximadels three nrimies,

ittt s TN O ING BLSE FOUEONNS. 0 et 0 00001 88 6 8 o008 4 ety
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UNCLASSIFIED

STATEMENT OFf (pX(3), (b)(B) TAKEN AT [(b)(1)1.4d. AF DATED _ XM BOTI2
9. STATEMENT (Cenfinued)

AFFIDAVIT
| (b)(3), (h)(B) , HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT

WHICH BEGING ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ONPAGE 3 . |FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT 18 TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORREGTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWF UL INFLUENCE. OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

{Signalure of Pgrson Making Statemant)

Subscrbad and sworn lo balare me, a person authorized by law to

WITNESSES:
administer oaths. this 17  dayof JULY . 2018
a p){1)1.4a | Afghanistan
l (©)3), (5)(6) L_inide Al
I {b}{1)1.4a |75th Ranger Regiment
IN OR ADDRESS {Signature of Person Administenag Qath}
{b)(3), (b)(8)
] {Typed Tiame of Person Adminfstering Gath)
[ {b){1y1.da ¥ith Ranger Repgiment {D)(1)1.4a [OIC
N OR ADDRESS (Autharity To Administer Oaths)
TINITIALS OF PERP=—""4NG SFTATEMENT
(b)3), () (B)3), (o)(6) PAGE 1 OF 1 PAGES
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UNCLASSIFIED

SWORN STATEMENT
For use of this form, see AR 190-45; the proponent agency is PMG.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
AUTHORITY: Title 10, USC Section 301; Title 5, USC Section 2051; E.O. 9397 Social Security Number (SSN).

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To document potential criminal activity involving the U.S. Army, and to allow Army officials to maintain discipline,
law and order through investigation of complaints and incidents.

ROUTINE USES: Information provided may be further disclosed to federal, state, local, and foreign government law enforcement
agencies, prasacutors, courts, child protective services, viclims, witnesses, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and
the Office of Personnel Management. Information provided may be used for determinations regarding judiclal or
non-judicial punishment, other administrative disciplinary actions, security clearances, recruitment, retention,
placement, and other parsennel aclions.

DISCLOSURE: Disclosure of your SSN and other Information is voluniary.
1. LOCATION 2. DATE (YYYYMMODD) 3. TIME 4. FILE NUMBER
(b)(1)1.4a |AFG 20180817 2100

E 6. SSN 7. GRADF
(b)(3), (b)(6) [ (b)(3), (b)(8) (b)(3), (b)(eb

| 8. ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS
(b)(1)1.4a [75th Ranger Regiment

9.
I (b)(3), (b)(6) | , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:

On 12 JULY 2018, (b)(1)1.4a] and a partnered force infilled into Zurmat District, Paktiya Province Afghanistan. We were
conducting @ Force Protection Patrol (FPP) in order to remove Taliban influence within the Zurmat District. Upon arriving at our
vehicle drop off (VDO) lcﬂ::;\I‘m:n_umirw_v.e:Ll'nmxun:t_'u;l (b)(1)1.4a n our NAI and began clearing. Once our initial
NAI was cleared, SFC Celiz, (b)(3), (b)(6) nd T Tinked up with the| ;b!ﬁ )1.4a__|. At about 0500 local, the assault
foree began receiving accurate and sustaining machine gun and sniper fire approximately 10-15 round bursts every 15 seconds from
the north. The rounds were over our heads initially and were being walked down. This initial contact hit our driver side window in
our truck, Our element took cover behind the corner of a dilapidated structure that was approximately 5 feet tall and 8 feet long. SFC
Celiz abserved enemy fire coming from a compound to the nopth-annravimately 400 meters. Along with[_(b)(1)1.4a] (b)(3), (b)(6)]
engaged with 6 rounds of 7.62 at the reported location with l1i rom my assessment the enemy saw us engaging and was
now fixed on our dilapidated structure. Once that happencd the enemy fire began coming from the east at a rate of 10-15 rounds
every 10 seconds. The enemy fire remained accurate and sustaining with rounds impacting our dilapidated structure as well as the
castern wall of building D1080 and southern wall of D1070 located 30 meters west and northwest from our piece of cover. After this
engagement we saw dust rising behind the compound, indicating that any remaining fighters might have driven away from that
position. Aerial assets were unable to locate the vehicle, For the next two minutes our team was utilizing the small piece of cover to
engage the enemy exposing ourselves as little as we could. SFC Celiz informed us that our parjnee faxea had taken a casualty. As the
assault foree tried to gain fire superiority, SFC Celiz decided that we needed to engage withthq _ (b)(1)1.4a o that we could
gain fire superiority, reposition gun trucks and reposition the . S lf f,fhf i?stmctcdl(b)(s), (b)(6nd T to lay down
suppression fires as they bounded to the vehicle to shoot thgb)(1)1.4pAs | (b)(3), (b)(6 nd I began suppressing the enemy, we exposed
ourselves from the dilapidated structure in order to draw attention away from SFC Celiz who was retrieving lhro:n the bed
of the truck. At this time I could see rounds impact the ground 10-20 meters in from of me as well as on the southern wall of D1070
iﬁ

which was within 10 meters of SFC shooting the lAs we continued to suppress, SFC Celiz exposed himself to direct and
accurate enemy fire two times as the gunner, firing two rounds, hitting and reducing a structure 600m away. By the time they had
returned I had exposed myself multiple times on the north eastern side of the dilapidated structure expending approximately 45
rounds of 5.56. SGT' Celiz's actions allowed our partner force to reposition security to effectively engage the enemy and allow them
to reposition the casualty to a safe location.

About two minutes after SEC Celiz returned to the dilapidated structure the enemy fire turned into a watch and shoot rate. The
enemy fire remained accurate and rounds were still impacting our dilapidated structure and on the ground within 10 meters every
minute or two. Onee radio traffic indicated that the friendly casualty had sustained a wound to the upper chest. SFC Celiz decided
that evacuation of the casualty soon would be our best bet to save his life, considering we had fire superiority and the enemy contact

10. EXHIBIT 11. |NITIALS OF ING STATEMENT .
®)3), (b)(:si (b)(3), (b)(6 PAGE1OF 3  PAGES
ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING "STATEMENT OF ______ TAKEN AT DATED

THE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, AND PAGE NUMBER
MUST BE INDICATED.
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UNCLASSIFIED

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM,

STATEMENT OF| (b)(3). (b)(6) | taxenat[  ®)1)14a |AFG__ pATED 20180817

9. STATEMENT (Conlinued)
was minimal. SFC Celiz and| (b)(3), (b)(6)made their way to the casualty which was on the west outer wall of D108 and
I provided watch and shoot fires to the north and east limit osure. A began working on the casualty, SFC
Celiz began analy zing the battlefield and coordinating witl{ (b)(1)1 .4$0umerpaﬂs to locate the best arca for a HLZ. Once complete
SFC Celiz moved back to our positinn ta inform us thattha caenalty was packaged up and stable at this time. Throughout the
duration of when SFFC Celiz and were gong| (b)(3), (b)(6)and I utilized the-dilani structure as cover gnd continued to
engage the enemy. | expended approximately 30 rounds during this time. SFC Celiz] (b)(3), (b)(6)and | moved to the wesl to mecet up
with the casualty which was on the western wall of D1080. I immediately sent up ths gport to be relayed to DUSTOFF. While
1 coordinated with aerial assets, SFC Celiz began sending up the 9 line medevac vil (0)(1)1.48:ommunicaf* ———1es later.
SFC Celiz relayed to me that DUSTOFF was wheels up. At this point | also relayed the HLZ briefto ouf _ (P)(1)1.42 || the
P—=rief so that the aircraft would come in from NW to SE which would provide cover from D1060, D1070 and D108(h|(3), (b}(6)
)3), (b){B)ntinued to monitor the status of the casualty until DUSTOFF was inbound. [(b)(3), ('b)isbhn:\kb)“ )1.4fhere | had Tnstrucied
him which was roughly 20M west of D1080. As DUSTOFT over flew the HLZ and came in from a reciprocal dircction they slowly
inched their way towards thefb)(1)1.4eefore going wheels down 75 meters south of thefb)(1)1.4Bcfore I could provide instruction to
the aircrafl, the enemy began to open up with AK-47, PKM and sniper fire at a cyclic rate on the HLZ from an unknown location,
Rounds were impacting the ground all around the HLZ, The beaten zone of the enemy fire was centered on the aircrafl with rounds
impacting in and around the aircraft out to 20 meters in all directions, At this point I was located to the right of the gun truck on the
SW comner of building D1080. [ immediately began to engage known and suspected targets anywhere from 300-900 meters, The fire
remained sustained and effect with rounds impacting within two metpeeafmu fast as well as hitting the aircrafl. As I continued to
engiage 1-2 meters outside of cover with a high rate of fire, [ watched|(b)(3), (b)(6) move under I&:*my contact ahead of the
(1)1.4

—_—
=

litier team to conduct the medical hand over with the DUSTOFF flightmmearc. Twatched as theb) instructed the litter team to
move towards the aircraft. With disregard for his own life, SFC Celiz trailed the litter team and ran all the way to the door of the
aircrafl to provide cover fire. . I then movedunder five and placed myself roughly 10 meters off the nose of DUSTOFF while rounds
were still impacting the ground around me/(b)(3), (b)(6]was about 20 meters from the gun truck. At this point the whole
team was expasedin heavy enemy fire. 1 was firing at a rate of 1 round every 2 seconds. 1 stopped engaging and began to move back
to cover witlf (b)(3), (b)(6)|I stopped short of moving behind the gun truc ticed SFC Celiz was still engaging at the door
of the uircmll with a high rate of fire. Although we were all still exposedl (b)(3), (b)(ﬁ§nd T began yelling at SFC Celiz to move back
to us. | conducted a magazine change and then began moving laterally, closer to the bird to help suppress the enemy as | kept
attempting to call SFC Celiz. As the litter team began to make their way back, SFC Celiz continued to engage the enemy and was
now located at the cockpit providing a physical barrier between the enemy and the pilot. Once the aircrafl began to power up and
take of7 SFC Celiz was struck by enemy fire.. 1 saw anywhere from 10-20 round impacting around him in a 10 meter radius. SFC
Celiz fell to a knee and tried to get back up, as he did he waved off DUSTOFF not to remain grounded. We all continued to yell at
SFC Celiz to eemyl to cover, but he was unresponsive. I immediately began to move and shoot towards our downed TL, at the same

time.| (b)(3), (b)(6)as well began moving towards SFC Celiz in order to dranhi sver which was approximpatale:

| 45 meters away. | he enemy rate of fire had not let up and was still cyclic. As | watched| (b)(3), (b)(ﬁlmove 1o our downed Kb ' (6

(H(3), (b6)d | picked up the rate of fire in order to move in front of SEC Celiz. Once | expended my magazine | then moved to assist
[(b)(3), (b)(6]in dragging SEC Celiz hehind cover with the help off (b)(1)1.4a I While behind cover, I was coordinating to keep
DUSTOFF in the airspace| (b)(3), (b)(6)|nformed me tha 7 had been possibly hit in a major organ and that the only thing we

could do to save his life was to get him to higher careand 1 removed his body armor and began to execute blood sweeps

to identifv a wound while telling me to bring DUSTOFF back around. At this point the enemy location was still unknown and they
were now at @ rapid rate of ﬁ]ﬁ-ll sce rounds impact in and around our vicinity approximately 15-20 meters away. Once

IS] *was wheels down| (b)(3), (b)(6}and I began to hand carry SFC Celiz to the aircraft until three partner soldiers brought us a
litter (b)(3), (b)(6)etumned to cover approximately 10 meters away. The enemy gunfire was at a rapid rate. While the three partnered
soldicrs ana Tran back out into enemy fire to load SFC Celiz onto the DUSTOFF aircraft | could still sce 3-5 rounds impacting
within 10 meters of me. From point of injury to SFC Celiz flushing on DUSTOFF was under 3 minutes.

SFC Celiz expused himself multiple times that morning and made himself a physical barrier between the enemy and the aircrafl. His
actions were those of valor and courage. He made selfless decisions that day in order to save multiple lives. The enemy returned to a
witch and shoot for the remainder of the operation,

T I I S AT T AN OTHING ELSE FOLLOWSHHTIITIHITHIUN R 0 vt

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT| EME). (6YE 5 PAGES
h ) F AG
(b)(3), (b)(6) (b)(3), (b)(B) PAGE 2 3
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STATEMENT Of (b)(3), (b)(6) _TAKENA“ (b)(1)1.4a |AFG _ DATED 20180817
9. STATEMENT (Conlinued)

AFFIDAVIT

L (b)(3), (b)(6) | , HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT

WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, ANDENDS ONPAGE 3 . | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE
BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTION S- 48 HAUE MITIALEQ TUE BATIOM AL EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREEL WITHOUT
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLY

(b)(3), (b)(B)

jentj

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a person authorized by law 1o
(b)(3). (b)(8) administer oaths, this  17th  day of AUG . 2018

D)(1)1.4
(b)3), (b)(6) | ICEE

(b)(3), (b)(6)

(SIGITaTure Or Fersor Ammistermy oamy

(b)(3), (b)(6)

(b)(3), (b)(6)
(Typod Name of Person Agministenng Oath)

[ ()(1)1.4a |75th Ranger Regiment
B

(b)(1)1.4a |OIC
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS (Authority To Administer Qgths)
INITIALS OF PETQN.M&KL%G STATEMEN bY(3). (b)(6 3 3 —
' 3 P
b)), (b)( (0)(3), (b)) PAGE _3 OF "
DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006

APDLC w1 OIES
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UNCLASSIFIED

NSOCC-A/SOJTF-A-CG

UNCLASSIFIED/IFOUO

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
NATO SPECIAL OPERATIONS GOMPONENT COMMAND-AFGHANISTAN
SPECIAL OPERATIONS JOINT TASK FORGE-AFGHANISTAN
BAGRAM, AFGHANISTAN
APO AE 09354

10 August 2018

MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, Special Operations Joint Task Force-
Afghanistan (SOJTF-A), Afghanistan, APO, AE 09354

SUBJECT: (UIfFOUO {b)3), (B)(B)

Surgeon for SFC Celiz)

1. On 13 July 2018, | was appointed by the SOJTF-A Commanding General as an
investigating officer pursuant to AR 15-6. Durina the investigation | was not able to

gather the medical suraeo (0)(3), (6)(6) lsworn statement on a DA form

2823. This was due ¢ (B)3). (B)(6) preparing to rotate out of theatre. His sworn
statement was captured via NIPR on a word document. { was able to take his statement. .
b)(3}, (b)(é)

n it fo SIPR in order to support SFC Celiz's official medical documentation.
(b)3). (b)(8lis the surgeon that worked on SFC Celiz for 1 hour and 40 minutes

2 {b)3). (b)e)  |statement will be added as Exhibit G 4 {b)3), {b)(6)
(Surgeon) — MFR Sworn Statement.
2 Tha naint of santast for thiewonamaonm dum is the undersigned at SVOIP (B)E)
(0)(3). (b)(B)
(b)(3), (b)(6)

Investigation Ofiicer
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UNCLASSIFIED

SFC Celiz arrived at our facility at approximately 0610 in the morning of 12 July
after sustaining a gunshot wound to the right flank. He arrived approximatelv 10 minutes

after injury (b)6)

{b)(6)
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(b)(6)

{b)6)

|1 pronounced the patient at 0802,

(b)6)
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