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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND
1600 SPEARHEAD DIVISION AVENUE, DEPARTMENT 480
FORT KNOX, KY 40122-5408

PERMANENT ORDER 032-008 1 February 2018

2d Battalion, 10th Special Forces
Group, Fort Carson, CO 80913

Announcement is made of the following award:

Award: Silver Star

Date(s) or period of service: 21 July 2015
Authority: AR 600-8-22, paragraph 3-11
Reason: For gallantry in action

Format: 320

This order supersedes any previously issued order that may have been published
announcing this award.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

LIC, AG
Chief, Awards and Decorations Branch

DISTRIBUTION:

USA HRC (AHRC-PDP-A) (1)
IPERMS (1)

Individual (3)



THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIC
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 9, 1918
HAS AWARDED

THE SIILVER STAR

T

_2D BATTALION, 10TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP
FOR

GALLANTRY IN ACTION
ON 21 JULY 2015 IN SOMALIA

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON

THIS 1ST DAY OF FEBRUARY 2018
* THE ADJUTANT GENERAL EI §
Permanent Order 032-008, 1 February 201

U.S. Army Humen Resources Command
Fort Knox, KY 40122

kT

SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

DA FORM 4980-4 (WT). JAN 2000



DA FORM 7550, OCT 2005

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, 9 July 1918
(amended by act of 25 July 1963), has awarded the SILVER STAR to

_2D BATTALION, 10TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP

For Gallantry in Action: while serving as the pecial Forces Operational
Detachment—Alpha‘n 21 July 2015 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, against an enemy of
the United States. bravery in the face of the enemy, skill at arms, and aggressive
defense during an advise, assist, and accompany operation, saved lives and enabled his Special Forces
Operational Detachment-Alpha to defeat a prepared, determined, and numerically superior enemy.
valorous performance is in keeping with the finest tradition of military service and reflects

great credit upon himself, the Special Operations Command-Africa, and the United States Army.
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NARRATIVE TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SILVER STAR

TO

United States Army, distinguished himself by exceptionall

uct in the face of the enemy of the United States as the H
or Special Forces Operational Detachment-Alpha
South, Kismayo, Somalia, in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM. On 21 July
2015,* was deployed under Operation OBLIQUE SWORD 1.1, in order to
advise and assist a Kenyan Defense Forces (KDF) combined force tasked with liberating
Baardheere village from Al-Shabaab (AS) to disrupt the enemy network and deny safe
haven areas. While accompanying the KDF battalion through severely canalizing terrain,
under overcast and cloudy skies, the combined element came under numerous enemy
assaults in which *unwavenngly and consistently placed himself at risk to
provide accurate fires, gam situational awareness, and lead his detachment against a
ruthless enemy. While movmg through the Jungal Valley, _and US advisors
were engaged in a ferocious six hour Troops In Contact with an estimated 175-200 man
AS element that included intense enemy fire from RPGs, IEDs, PKMs, and small arms.
Upon entering the kill zones, the enemy engaged the convoy with several IED initiated
ambushes that triggered delays in conv vement and killed and wounded multiple
KDF soldiers. Upon initial contact, Wdismounted his vehicle with his 18D and
sprinted 50 meters forward to the KDF Commander’s position while under direct
effective small arms fire from enemy positions within 25 meters of the road.
coordinated a MEDEVAC, aid to the wounded, and maneuver plan for the KDF Battalion
Commander to ensure KDF initiative was not lost. When the KDF Commander proved
unwilling to direct his forces, ran forward into heavy machine gun and RPG
fire, moving between KDF rifle platoons directing their fires and movement, destroying
an estimated 12 enemy fighters. As enemy forces capitalized on worsening weather and
degraded ISR support by massing on his position, _acted decisively while
under heavy enemy fire to dlrect_and-mmm mortar fires and KDF
105mm artillery fire to enable KDF counterattacks against the enemy, destroying two
enemy technical vehicles. He repeatedly displayed tremendous gallantry in action by
exposing himself to effective fire so he could gain and maintain a position of relative
advantage against a determined enemy and keep the KDF convoy moving through the
valley. | courage and leadership under significant enemy fire undoubtedly
saved the lives of eight USSOF operators, and resulted in the liberation of Baardheere
village from AS control and the severe degradation of the AS Kenyan Attack Network.
His actions contributed to an estimated 173 EKIA, 60 EWIA, and saved countless
USSOF and KDF Soldiers. His actions are in keeping with the finest examples of valor
and reflect distinct credit upon himself, the Special Operations Command Forward East
Africa, Special Operations Command Africa, and the United States Army.




CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SILVER STAR

TO

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AUTHORIZED BY
ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 9, 1918 (AMENDED BY AN ACT OF JULY 25. 1963
TAKES PLEASURE IN PRESENTING THE SILVER STAR TO_
UNITED STATES ARMY, FOR CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND
INTREPIDITY IN ACTION AGAINST THE ENEMY OF THE UNITED STATES ON
21 JULY 2015, WHILE SERVING AS THE _
SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL DETACHMENT-ALPHA
2ND BATTALION, 10TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), IN SUPPORT
OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM. VALOROUS
ACTIONS DURING AN ADVISE, ASSIST, AND ACCOMPANY OPERATION
RESULTED IN HIS DETACH DEFEATING A PREPARED
AND DETERMINED ENEMY. RAVERY IN THE FACE OF
THE ENEMY, SKILL AT ARMS, AND AGGRESSIVE DEFENSE DURING
DETERMINED ENEMY ATTACKS SAVED LIVES AND ENABLED HIS SPECIAL
FORCES OPERATIONS DETACHMENT ALPHA TO DEFEAT A PREPARED,
DETERMINED, AND NUMERICALLY SUPERIOR ENEMY.
VALOROUS PERFORMANCE IS IN KEEPING WITH THE FINEST TRADITIONS
OF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND REFLECTS GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF,

SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND FORWARD EAST AFRICA, SPECIAL
OPERATIONS COMMAND AFRICA, AND THE UNITED STATES ARMY.










